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MEET & GREET – ST. PHILOMENA PARISH, LANSDOWNE, PA 

On June 13th, parishioners gathered  
for a Meet & Greet before traveling  
to the IBCS for a Continuing  
Education 2016 Summer Program. 
 

Fifteen parishioners from 10 different  
parishes were selected to receive 
scholarships from the Martin de  
Porres Foundation. Twelve students  
began classes during the 1st week 
(June 27-July 1, 2016).  Three other  
students completed the second 

week (July 4 – July 8, 2016). 
    
The Continuing Education (C&E) Programs offer a unique opportunity for individuals to 
grow in their understanding of Black Catholicism and its impact, not only on the wider  
Church, but also on themselves.  
   
There are four divisions in the C&E Programs:   
 

 CATECHIST FORMATION FOR THE BLACK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
 YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
 LEADERSHIP IN THE FAITH COMMUNITY  
 SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                              

The Martin de Porres Foundation Scholarship recipients are  
returning to Philly, with Certificates in hand, from IBCS after nine 
days of intensive; cultural, spiritual, educational, and enriching 
skills. They are ready to share what they experienced with their  
parishes and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

(1st row) Lester Brown-St. Barbara, Carolyn Rice-St. Cyprian, Sheila Sharpe-St. Vincent de Paul,  
Yvette Palmer- St. Cyprian and Sr. Lynn Marie Ralph, SBS-St. Martin de Porres.  (2nd row) Ro-
meo Brisbane-St. Ignatius, Judith Hundley-St. Barbara, Rev. Paul Castellani, Pastor-St. Philo-
mena, Kim Walker-Holy Cross, Alonza Baker-St. Athanasius and Lorraine Rivera-St. Cyprian. 

(Students not shown) Laura Blackwell-St. Cyprian, Cynthia Brown-Our Lady of Hope, Kathryn 
Crump-St. Vincent de Paul and Kathleen Wooten-St. Malachy.  

 

 

              

The Mission of the Martin de Porres Foundation: The goal of the Martin de Porres Foundation is to develop lay leadership 
among African American/Black Catholics.  This is achieved through undergraduate and graduate education as well as training  
in Ministry and Leadership skills.  The Foundation supports these lay leaders in their efforts to advance Catholicism in the  
Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 – Meet & Greet (IBCS)  

1 – 2016 Institute for Black 

        Catholic Studies (IBCS) 

        Certificate Summer  

        Program. 

2 – Fall 2016 Courses 

           Registration - SCS 

           School of Theological 

           Studies 

2 – 2016 Quo Vadis Retreat 

2 – MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2 – NBCC- Congress XII 
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Dwell in Me, Lord - Who Does He Say You Are? 
My Jesus, Savior of the World and God Most High, thank you for desiring to dwell in me. Thank you for 
having made me to receive you, to cradle your presence within me, to bear your life out into a world that 

needs you desperately. 
-from Who Does He Say You Are?   

www.americancatholic.org   
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http://franciscanmedia.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bffca16285183db7931d64c5&id=63dee3d396&e=526bf81d38
http://www.americancatholic.org/


MARTIN DE PORRES FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 
FALL 2016 COURSE REGISTRATION – SAINT   
CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY SCHOOL 
OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES – REGISTER NOW 
BY VISITING THE FOLLOWING PAGE:  
http://www.scs.edu/school-theological-studies   
All students must register on-line. Information contact:sts@scs.edu or 
call 610-785-6287. 

 

FALL 2016 COURSE LISTING: UNDERGRADUATE (SEE GRADUATE COURSES  
ON-LINE). 

 

STS 202 History of Black Catholics and Saint (Tues)  
STS 294 Catechism of the Catholic Church: Morality & Prayer (Mon) 
 

Registration closes on Monday, August 15th, 2016. Late registra- 
tions will be assessed a $50 fee.  The MDPF will not be  
responsible for late fees. 
   
Contact your Pastor or DRE for 2016 MDPF Scholarship Applications 

or go to www.martindeporresfoundation,org.  Questions regarding  
scholarship funding email:janell.lavender@martindeporresfoundation.org 
or call 267-398-2314. 
___________________________________________________ 
 

2016 QUO VADIS VOCATION RETREAT  
A GREAT SUCCESS 
By Deacon Wm. Bradley, Director      
Office for Black Catholics 

 
Once again, through the generous support of the Martin de Porres  
Foundation, young African American, African and Haitian high  
school aged men attended the Quo Vadis vocation retreat in Blackrock,  
PA.  From Thursday June 16th through Sunday June 19th, our 12 young 
 men joined with 55 other great guys from all across the Archdiocese.   
The Quo Vadis Vocation Retreat, coordinated annually by the Vocations  
Office of Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary, was 4 days and 3 nights of  
great fun, fellowship and food.  The returning retreatants got to renew  
old acquaintances and competitions and the new guys met new friends  
as they participated in small group activities throughout the 4 days. 

This was our third year at Black Rock Christian Retreat Center,  

located about an hour’s drive from Philadelphia, in Lancaster County.    

As in previous years the activities included sports activities, (Basketball, 

Soccer, Ultimate Frisbee and Tether Ball) swimming, hiking, ropes  

courses, a water trampoline and a130 foot water slide. They young  

men also took part in team building exercises, small group discussions,  

prayer, daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and a Penance service. 

Read More www.martindeporresfoundation.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  NBCC XII Theme "The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me: act justly, love goodness, and walk humbly with your God."                                                                        

NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC  

CONGRESS XII 

Thursday, July 6, 2017 to Sunday July 9, 2017 

Hyatt Regency Orlando 

9801 International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819 

Registration Fee: Adults - $295/ Youths - $150 

Hotel Registration Fee: Single/Double/Triple, 

 Quad $125 + tax  

per room – per night. 

www.orlando.regency.hyatt.com 

http://nbccongress.org/events/default.asp#lampstand  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

  

Catechist Training Nights 
August 2, 9, 16, & 23, 2016  

Training Night fee: $10 due by July 29th. 
Registration and additional information call 215-587-
3541 Office for Black Catholics. Deacon Bill Bradley, Di-
rector. 
 

Unbound Ministry 
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2016  Time: 1 – 3:00 pm 
Location: St. Martin of Tours 
Lower Church Room 
5450 Roosevelt Blvd, Philadelphia 
NO Charge to attend. RSVP Required. 
 

Revival – Bishop Ferd Cheri 
Dates: Monday/Tuesday/September, 26-27, 2016 
Cathedral Basilica 
For additional information call 215-587-3541 Office for 
Black Catholics. Deacon Wm. Bradley, Director. 
 

National Black Catholic Men’s Conference 
Theme: Blessed is the Man who is Faithful, Fearless & 
Fruitful 
Dates: Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun, October 6-9, 2016 
Location: Doubletree Hilton Philadelphia Airport 
4509 Island Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19153 
Adult Registration: $150/ Youth: $50 (age 8-13)/ H.S. & 
College Students $75 
http://www.bowmanfrancisministry.com/programs  
For additional info contact Fr. Chester Smith 
www.gamba 10333@aol.com or 317-259-0144 
 

Preparing for Congress XII-Day of Reflection 
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2016 – 8:30am – 3:00pm 
Location: Saint Cyprian Church (lunch included) 
63rd & Cobbs Creek Parkway – Phila., PA 19143 
To register for the day email: obcphila@gmail.com 

 
2016 Catholic Women’s Conference Gathering! 
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2016 
Location: National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, 
Doylestown – 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Registration includes breakfast, lunch and hospitality 
bag. 
General Admission: $50 
Groups of 5 or more adults: $40pp 
Religious/Consecrated Women: $15pp 
Young Women’s Track (H.S. & College Students) $20pp 
Registration Deadline: Oct. 18th 
www.catholicwomensconference.org  

 
 

Contact your Pastor/DRE about the Martin de Porres  
Foundation funding. 

 

www.facebook.com/martindeporresfoundation 

www.martindeporresfoundation.org 

www.twitter.com/mdpfound  

Tell us your parish story or give reflections on  

program(s) you attended. 

janell.lavender@martindeporresfoundation.org  

Or call 267-398-2314/267-408-5923 
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